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Dear Friends of PSLS,

For more than 45 years, PSLS has advanced equal access
to justice to help build a more equitable society. As | reflect
on the last year, | am grateful for what PSLS and our partners
have accomplished.

| have a deep appreciation for the high-quality legal services
that we offer within our three pillars — safety, financial stability
and housing — to communities in 36 counties across Central
and Northern lllinois. PSLS has been an important part of
my life since 2004. Before | was named Executive Director in
March 2022, | served our communities as a PSLS Volunteer
Attorney, Staff Attorney and Managing Attorney.

PSLS has doubled in size over the last 10
years which has required our organization to
realign to support our growth and increase

our impact. In 2022, PSLS worked closely

with a consulting firm to identify our needs

and create strategic plans to fill gaps.

We updated our compensation plan to

assist with recruiting and retaining high-

quality staff. The consultants helped us

to strategically plan our realignment so that
every staff member has a well-supported role
with opportunities for growth and development.
We know that the stronger we are from within, the more
efficiently and successfully we can provide high-quality legal
services to every client, every time.

Here is a glimpse of some changes that better support PSLS
staff and our communities:

e PSLS combined our grants and fundraising teams into one
Resource Development department to better manage all of

PSLS’ revenue.

PSLS realigned the Director of Litigation responsibilities
into a new Director of Legal Operations role that directly
supports and supervises our Managing Attorneys. PSLS
hired Sam DiGrino, former Managing Attorney of PSLS’
Waukegan office, to fill this role.

PSLS invested in a new Recruitment and Onboarding
Specialist within our Human Resources Department in
response to PSLS’ growth and turnover of staff the past
few years.

PSLS embraced its commitment to our communities by

creating a Community Engagement Department, staffed
by non-attorney Community Resource Specialists, and

led by Paris Brandy, a former Community Resource
Specialist in our Rock Island (now Moline) office.

We recognize that pursuing a more just society
is a collaborative effort, and we would not be
where we are today without your support. Thank
you to our funders, donors, staff, volunteers and
community partners for supporting our critical
efforts and the clients we serve.

| am proud to share a snapshot of our important
work in this annual Impact Report. Please take a look
at our success in numbers and life-changing stories from

our amazing clients. We welcome your feedback, ideas and
questions as you read through this report.

My very best to you all,

Dens i
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In the Pursuit of Justice

PSLS has provided dignity, hope, self-sufficiency, and justice
through high-quality civil legal services for low-income
lllinoisans for more than 45 years. We are headquartered in
Rockford, IL, and have 11 office locations serving 36 counties
in Northern and Central lllinois. More than 1 million people

in our service area of all ages and ethnicities live in poverty.
Every day, these same individuals are denied the basic rights
to which they are entitled under the law simply because they
cannot afford a lawyer. It’s our mission to change that. The
availability of civil legal aid can make all the difference to our
neighbors who are fighting to stay in their homes, escape
domestic violence, secure benefits for veterans or people
with disabilities, or address many other legal challenges that
go to the heart of their security and well-being. They live in
the communities we call home. Our communities are a better
place for all of us when help is available when it’s needed.
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PEORIA

OFEICE
BLOOMINGTON

BLOOMINGTON
Serving Livingston, MclLean,
and Woodford Counties

201 W. Olive Street, Ste. 203
Bloomington, IL 61701

GALESBURG

OEEIGE

Serving Henderson, Knox, McDonough,

and Warren Counties
311 E. Main Street, Ste. 302
Galesburg, IL 61401

JOLIET

Serving Will County

14A W. Cass Street, Third Floor
Joliet, IL 60432

STOCKYWAUKEGAN
OFFICE

KANKAKEE

Serving Iroguois and Kankakee Counties
187 S. Schuyler Avenue, Ste. 350
Kankakee, IL 60901

MOLINE

Serving Henry, Lee, Mercer, Rock Island,
and Whiteside Counties

1515 5th Avenue

Suite 200

Moline, IL 61265

OTTAWA

Serving Bureau, Grundy, La Salle,
and Putnam Counties

1021 Clinton Street

Ottawa, IL 61350
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Mission & Vision

Office
Locations

PEORIA

Serving Fulton, Marshall, Peoria, Stark, and
Tazewell Counties

411 Hamilton Blvd., Ste. 1812

Peoria, IL 61602

ROCKFORD

Serving Boone, Carroll, Jo Daviess, Ogle,
Stephenson, and Winnebago Counties
303 N. Main Street, Ste. 600

Rockford, IL 61101

WAUKEGAN

Serving Lake County

325 W. Washington St., Ste. 100
Waukegan, IL 60085

WEST SUBURBAN

Serving DeKalb, DuPage, Kane,
and Kendall Counties

31WO001 E North Avenue, Ste. 200
West Chicago, IL 60185

WOODSTOCK
Serving McHenry County
400 Russel Court
Woodstock, IL 60098
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Percent of Clients by Race

Asian 3%

Hispanic

14%

Percent of Clients by Age

18to 21 2210 34 3510 45 4610 59 60to 74 75+

Percent of Cases by Priority Area

Financial Stability
27%

We provided legal assistance
to more than 727 veterans,
service members, and their
families in important civil

legal issues.

14,1 46 children 17 years old

or younger impacted by our work.

We served 3,377

individuals 60 years old or older.

We served 5,429 people

with disabilities.

Volunteer attorneys worked on

1 ,868 legal matters.
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Safety

Everyone deserves to live free
from abuse and violence.

Pursuing Justice for Karla*

Our staff helped Karla leave her abusive husband, Adam,
who had been abusive since 2005. In late 2021, in front

of their two young children, Adam threw Karla down the
stairs. She lost consciousness and sustained significant
injuries to her face and back. Karla’s doctors later told her
that they believed Adam stomped on her face repeatedly
while she was unconscious, requiring reconstruction of
her jaw. Adam was arrested and charged with aggravated
domestic battery. Our staff helped Karla obtain an order

of protection — a type of restraining order — that prevented
Adam from coming near Karla or the children. After the
court and State’s Attorney heard the evidence during the
order of protection hearing, the judge in the criminal case
increased Adam’s bail to $500,000, ensuring he would not
be released from jail prior to his criminal trial. This advocacy
further ensured Karla’s safety and the safety of her children
and the broader community.

PSLS represented Robert, a student victim of bullying in
his middle school. His parents sought help convincing

the school district to implement a safety plan that
accommodated Robert’s emotional and post-trauma
disabilities. PSLS sought accommodations such as
allowing a parent to be present during behavioral interviews
and separating the bus and class assignments of the client
and the bullying students. The school refused. PSLS then
sought an Individual Education Plan (IEP) and represented
Robert in an IEP domain meeting and initial review,

which resulted in his being eligible for special education

services for an emotional and post-traumatic disability. The
resulting comprehensive |IEP included many very positive
accommodations and classroom assignment changes.
Also, during the domain meeting, PSLS pressed for the
school to consider trauma-informed training for social work
and counseling staff. The school agreed to provide such
training to its staff. Robert has fewer behavioral incidents,
loves school, and is doing well with much support from
teachers and other school staff.

Housing

Everyone deserves a safe and
decent place to call home

Pursuing Justice for Sally*

-

VICTION

n

NOTICE

g

One of our housing attorneys represented a client who lives
in a public housing complex scheduled to be demolished.
The client already had an eviction order entered against
her in public housing after a trial. There was no meritorious
defense against the eviction. However, our attorney

found another avenue for advocacy. Because of the
planned demolition, the tenants were entitled to relocation
assistance through a tenant protection voucher unless they
were given a notice of ineligibility for relocation assistance.
Sally had not received either the notice or the voucher. Our
attorney contacted the local housing authority attorney

to emphasize the need to either give Sally the relocation
voucher or provide a notice of ineligibility with a chance for
her to contest that notice. The housing authority ended up
providing Sally with the voucher to move. This advocacy
provided support for Sally, who was able to move to new
housing and avoid homelessness.

Pursuing Justice for Danielle*
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PSLS represented Danielle, a 75-year-old woman with a
serious mental health diagnosis to avoid eviction from a special
housing program. The housing provider alleged that Danielle
was difficult to deal with, had canceled inspections, and did
not keep her unit clean. One of the challenges our attorney
faced was that she could not identify the nature of the housing
program and whether any federal or state rules applied that
offered special protections for Danielle and imposed procedural
requirements on the housing provider as a precondition to any
eviction. Based on PSLS’ investigation and research, we were
able to confirm that the housing provider and Danielle were
participants in a special federal housing program for mentally
ill persons to avoid homelessness. The program did, in fact,
include special procedural protections for Danielle, which the
housing provider had not followed and did not seem to be
aware were required. PSLS was able to show both that these
requirements had not been met and that the housing provider
had not proved a material violation of any lease term. At the
trial, the court granted Danielle’s motion for a directed finding
against the housing provider at the close of its case. Danielle
remains housed in the unit.

Financial
Stability

Everyone deserves an opportunity to
provide for themselves and their family

Pursuing Justice for Ayesha*

Ayesha is an immigrant and single mother of three. Two
of her children have severe illnesses, requiring Ayesha

to work part-time to help care for her children. Ayesha
relied on SNAP benefits. Years after paying her benefits,
IDHS sent Ayesha a notice that she was responsible for
an overpayment of more than $21,000. This was based
on information suggesting that Ayesha'’s ex-husband was
living with her and receiving SNAP benefits on his own
account. Ayesha had been divorced before receiving the
SNAP benefits and had not resided with her ex-husband.

At the hearing, IDHS told Ayesha it was her burden to
prove her ex-husband had not been living with her. IDHS
then decided that Ayesha’s evidence was insufficient to
meet her burden.

The case went to the lllinois Supreme Court, and they
agreed with the appellate court and trial court decisions
that IDHS erred by placing the burden of proof on
Ayesha. Several lllinois public interest agencies, including
Shriver Center, Land of Lincoln Legal Assistance, Legal
Council for Health Justice, Equip for Equality, and Legal
Aid Chicago, filed an amicus brief that highlighted the
vulnerability of the SNAP population, the rarity that
counsel represents SNAP recipients and the devastating
consequences for all of society when vulnerable people
are not fed. The Supreme Court’s decision recognized
the reality of many SNAP recipients going into hearings
without an attorney in its analysis of why the burden of
proof should lie with the IDHS.

Pursuing Justice for Leah*

Leah, a minor with a criminal record, wanted her record
sealed or expunged. She is a high school dropout with
a single charge on her record that was holding her back
from finding a job. However, after caring for an ailing
grandmother, she became interested in healthcare work.
Our attorney advised Leah to apply for a healthcare
worker waiver as she’s currently ineligible to seal or
expunge her record. PSLS investigated the details of
Leah'’s disqualifying conviction. We then worked with
Leah to write an accurate but sympathetic explanation
of her case for the lllinois Department of Public Health
to show that she was not the same person. We also
worked with Leah to obtain written letters of support
from members of her community who have witnessed
her personal growth. Finally, we helped Leah draft a
resume that she could use to find new job opportunities.
Our efforts were successful, and Leah obtained the
healthcare worker waiver. Leah is working on her GED
now and will soon be eligible to seal her record.

*Names have been changed to protect the identity of our clients and
maintain confidentiality.
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They treated
my case as if it was
their own, and that
made me feel like they
genuinely cared and
wanted success.

Prairie State helped
obtain an Order of
Protection against
my son. They were
very understanding and
concerned about our
situation.

Prairie State helped me
with my mother’s account
at a nursing home.
They are very nice and
helpful.

The best place to get
legal help; wished all
lawyers cared -for your
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| want you to
know how much |
appreciated your legal
help and how you save
peoples’ lives by being
there.
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Other
11%

Lawyers Trust
15% e A
Federal Funding ] | Program Costs 2%

54%
Occupancy Costs 6%

State Funding

Operating Costs 7%
21%

Wages and Benefits

86%
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Board of
Directors

Adam M. Fleming
J. Michael Bean
John K. Kim

C. Garrett Bonsell

William Beckman
Maria Joan Bethel
April Foster
Deborah L. Goldberg
LLouis Hobson
Jasper Jones
Karlene V. Jones
William R. Kohlhase
Rebecca Lee

Carol Loughridge
Joseph D. Lovelace
Rolonda V. Mitchell
Jim Rowe

Scott J. Smith
Chasmine Thornton
Vera Traver

Sonni Choi Williams

éj PRAIRIE STATE
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LEGAL SERVICES

Team

Denise Conklin
Monica Bayne
Kathy Bettcher
Paris Brandy
Sam DiGrino
Jerry Dombrowski
Jessica Hodierne
Peter Honigmann
Katie Liss

Jenn Luczkowiak
Venus Moore
Jean Ruthe

Kim Thielbar
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Current
Leadership

Current
Managing
Attorneys

Ketura Baptiste

Adrian Barr

Megan Brady

Thomas Dennis

Don Dirks

Gretchen Farwell

Melissa Fuechtmann

Jesse Hodierne

Amber Moore

Paul Zukowski



Prairie State Legal Services relies on the support of individuals,
foundations, corporations, and the local community to fulfill its mission.
We are deeply grateful for every contribution. Due to space constraints,

Our Supporters

lllinois Equal Justice Foundation
Lawyers Trust Fund of lllinois
Legal Services Corporation

AgeGuide

Illinois Criminal Justice
Information Authority
Westside Justice Center

linois Department of Human Services

U.S. Department of Housing & Urban
Development

Administration on Community Living
Central lllinois Agency on Aging
Chicago Department of Public Health
Heart of lllinois United Way

Internal Revenue Service

Lake County

McHenry County

Nicor Gas Foundation

Northwestern lllinois Area

Agency on Aging

Office of the lllinois Attorney General
Western lllinois Area Agency on Aging
Will County Community Development

Twelfth Judicial Circuit Court

AbbVie Foundation

East Central lllinois Area

Agency on Aging

lllinois Department of Children

& Family Services

lllinois Department on Aging

State Farm Companies Foundation
The Jerome Mirza Foundation

The John and Kathleen Schreiber
Foundation

United Way of Metropolitan Chicago
United Way Quad Cities

Alfred Bersted Foundation
Anonymous

The Travis Birch & Michael and Anna
Beckley Fund

Bloomington Township

City of Bloomington

City of Waukegan

The Community Foundation for
McHenry County

Donovan Trust

Full Circle Foundation

General Mills

Heartland Community College

llinois Bar Foundation

Joliet Township

S. Edward Marder Family Foundation
MecLean County Bar Association
Public Interest Law Initiative

Rock Island County Mental
Health Board

Town of Normal

United Way of Grundy County
United Way of Knox County
United Way of Pekin

United Way of Will County
Winnebago County

Connie Zukowski

Arthur & Gesena Griffin Trust
Laurie & Ray Bergner
Shari & Michael Berry

Bradley T. Fedorow Perpetual
Charitable Trust

Bureau County United Way

Community Foundation of Central
Illinois

Cresco Labs

Anne Megan Davis & Scott J. Davis
Doris & Victor Day Foundation

Heyl, Royster, Voelker & Allen

Kendall County Board

William R. Kohlhase

McDonough County United Way
Peoria County Bar Association

Peoria Riverfront Museum

Quinn, Johnston, Henderson, Pretorius
& Cerulo, Chtd.

Lenny the Lawyer

United Way of Eastern LaSalle County
United Way of Greater McHenry County
United Way of lllinois Valley

United Way of Kankakee & Iroquois
Counties

United Way of Livingston County
Warren County United Way
Barbara A. Weiner

Will County Bar Association
Wylder Corwin Kelly, LLP

Hon. Patricia L. Cornell &
Michael Kerton

Lisa R. Corwin

Claire D. de Chazal

DeKalb County Government
Galesburg Community Foundation
Joe Gilfillan

Hon. Mary P. Gorman

Jeffrey W. & Cheryl D. Jackson
John Deere Foundation

Steven Kibby

Carolyn Kucinic

Sarah Megan

Rock Island Community Foundation
Edward B. Rust, Jr.

Salvi, Schostok & Pritchard, P.C.
The Moline Foundation

Megan & Jay Timm

Brian J. Wanca

Westervelt, Johnson, Nicoll
& Keller, LLC

Ken & Judy Zika

Joy A. Alwan

Anonymous

Association of Women Attorneys of
Lake County

llinois Prairie Community Foundation -
Swee/Bailey Donor Advised Fund
William & Elizabeth Beckman

Block, Klukas, Manzella & Shell

Bozeman, Neighbour, Patton
& Noe, LLP

Herman & Frances Brandau
Hon. George Bridges (Ret.)
Brown Law Group, LLC
Caterpillar Foundation

Bob & Val Coletta

Collins Family Law, LLC
Denise & Darren Conklin
Donald R. Dirks, Jr.

Erin M. Donaldson

Hon. Sarah R. Duffy

Kenneth R. & Amy A. Eathington
Hon. Karen C. Eiten
Endlichhofer Trust

Robin S. Fahlberg

Fairbury Community Fund
Gretchen E. Fisher

Hon. Fred L. Foreman (Ret.) &
Stephanie Foreman

Hon. John P. Freese (Ret.) & Marilyn
Freese

Linda A. Giesen & Henry S. Dixon
Douglas A. Gift

James P. Ginzkey

Deborah L. Goldberg & Neil H. Puller
Victoria J. Graves

Robert & Linda Hauser Family
Charitable Fund

Heritage Title Company

Kathleen M. Horchler

lllinois Tool Works Foundation

Jay H. Janssen

Mary & Matthew Jones

Lindsey Joseph

Hon. Thomas L. Kilbride & Mary J.
Kilbride

Heide Lanier

Christopher P. Larson

Lesser Lutrey Pasquesi & Howe, LLP
Jenn & Matt Luczkowiak

Hon. Victoria L. Martin (Ret.)
Jennifer 0. Mayes

McCarthy, Callas & Feeney, P.C.
Michael & Shirley McElvain
Stephen McManus

Marcia L. Mueller

Michael Nichols

John O’Sullivan

David E. Pearson

Hon. Carol M. Pentuic

Peoria Title, LLC

Michael J. Polachek

Andrew K. Prindable

Sean & Margaret Reidy

Hon. Gerard J. & Elizabeth C. Rickert
Lee Sachnoff & Linda Yale

Derek & Elizabeth Sammann Family
Charitable Fund

Alan & Kim Sternberg

lllinois Prairie Community Foundation -
Sticklewort Donor Advised Fund

Alan C. & Fran Tatum
Hon. Linnea E. Thompson
Town and Country Bank
Turner Law Group

John B. Van Duzer, Jr.

Hon. Nancy F. Waites (Ret.) & Ralph
Waites

Colleen M. Wengler

Gordon E. White

Gregory M. White

Will County Take Back the Night
Walker & Eva Wyman

Craig & Gayle Young

Hon. Kathryn E. Zenoff

Eliot Abarbanel & Geri Fox
Abbott Fund

Advantage Auto Sales, Inc.
Allison Alon

AmazonSmile

Anonymous

Carlos A. Arevalo
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Anita Bakker

Jarod Ballard

Ketura Baptiste

George Barr

Gregory S. Bell

Kenneth & Laura Berk

Tim & Janet Bertschy

Mark & Kathy Bettcher

David F. Black

Chris Bohlen & Rosemary Pistorius
Roberta & Ken Brown

Adam & Sarah Chaddock
James & Judith Chancellor
Todd C. Chapman

David Reid Clark

Mark Cordes & Victoria Young
Christopher R. Coulter
Country Financial

Matthew Countryman

Covia

Jane Craddock-Ryan

Daniel G. Deneen

James J. DeSanto

Lori R. Lefstein & Michael Diamond
Donahue & Walsh

Douglas Law

Hon. JoAnn Imani Drew

Edge Family Fund

Edward & Wanda Jordan Family
Foundation

Ethan C. Evans

Gretchen M. Farwell

J. Todd & Sonja Faulkner

Sara & Samuel Feder Family Fund
First Mid Bank & Trust

Mark M. Flannery

Nannette & Stephen Fosen
Franks Gerkin Ponitz & Greeley
Hon. Chris L. Fredericksen

Lori E. Fulton

John F. Gaither, Jr.

Richard & Judith Gentry
James & Mary Gesmer

Hon. Paul P. & Jeri Gilfillan
Hon. Kathleen A. Glenney Kallan (Ret.)
Kenneth J. Glick

Mark C. Gorham

Thomas W. Grant

Steven J. Greeley, Jr.

Guerard & Krasner, LLC

David Hansen

Hasselberg Grebe Snodgrass Urban &
Wentworth

Virginia Hatwich
Richard J. Hauser, Jr.
Karen Heil

Daniel & Elizabeth Helgren Charitable
Fund

Hunt Henderson

Nicole D. Hickey

Hon. Mitchell L. & Sara M. Hoffman
Tim & Meg Jagielski

Elizabeth & Michael J. Jahoda
William P. Janulis

Georgina Jenkins

Suzanne M. Jennetten
Matthew E. Kaplan

Gautham & Geeta Kaveti

Jim & Pam Keeling

Hon. J. Todd Kennedy

Hany G. Khoury

John K. & Danielle F. Kim
Kelly & Carol Kimmitt

Joseph & Jennifer Kolar

this report lists all donors who gave $500 or more in 2022. Thank Youl!

Greg Kula

Rebecca M. Lee

Linda Rothnagel & Tom Lilien
Marion Powell

Mark A. Ludolph

Craig M. Mandell

Randall J. Manus

McAdams & Associates, PC
Thomas & Kelly McConnaughay
Lisa & Jeff McCraw

Hon. Michael P. & Brenda McCuskey
Hon. Mary W. McDade

Gregg Mecherle & Barbara Pratt
Hon. James J. & Teresa B. Mesich
Dean & Pat Messinger

Matthew M. Miller

Hon. Lisa Y. Wilson & Louis P. Milot
Minnesota Lawyers Mutual
Modern Woodmen of America
Mary Katherine Moran

Joel Murphy

Newland & Newland, LLP

John P. Nicoara

Michael Noble

Diana Oskroba

Julia & James Parker

Gary L. Peterlin

Robert & Maria Peterson

Thomas & Mary Kay Pilat

John & Jennifer Powers

John R. Pusey

Radovich Law Office, P.C.

Ann Reading

Rosemary Schnepf

Barry A. Schultz

Gary P. Segal

Michael R. Seghetti

Darrell K. Seigler

Katherine Shoemaker

Robert Shultz, Jr. & Cathleen Shultz
Alan Novick & Linda Simkins
Jaime L. Skinner

Hon. Kent F. Slater

Hon. Charles W. & Michele Smith
Larry & Jane Smith

Spring Creek Congregational Church
Douglas W. Stiles

James J. Stoller

Keith Syfert & Linda Miller
Danesa Tamayo

The Unitarian Universalist Church
Karen Toohey

Gregory E. Tuite

Kelly Van Veldhuizen Post

Robert T. Varney

Wendy H. Vaughn & Robert L. Jones
Amira L. Vicari Hills

The Waggoner Law Firm P.C.

Hon. Jane Waller (Ret.) & Michael
Waller

Bob & Kimberly Waterman
Robert L. Watkins

Marisa P. Wiesman

Barry Winkler

Julie Wood



Tribute Gifts

Maria A. Bries
Edward & Wanda Jordan
Family Foundation
Ninnette Gregory

Ruth Johnson

Lois Estes
Hon. Patricia L. Cornell &
Michael Kerton

Gretchen M. Farwell
Hon. Carol M. Pentuic

Adam M. Fleming
Maureen & Shane Kiesewetter

Kristin Graham
Kenneth & Debbie White

Jesse P. Hodierne
llinois Bar Foundation

Daniel Hoefler
Sheryl Churney

Nicole S. Joseph
Lindsey Joseph

Hon. Thomas L. Kilbride
Hon. Linnea E. Thompson

Jennifer L. Kincaid
llinois Bar Foundation

Emily Lewis-Gerig
State Farm Companies
Foundation

Dana R. McReynolds
Keith A. Luymes

Sarah Megan
Anne Megan Davis

Michael T. O’Connor
Liberty Mutual Group, Inc.
lllinois Bar Foundation
Hon. Linnea E. Thompson
Joseph Zoliner

Susan Periman
Thomas C. Wetherbee

Perrin Rademacher
Jan Truchan

Gerard J. Rickert
Nicole Elliott

Kim M. Thielbar
Carolyn Young

Krystal Tysdal
Nate Olson

Barbara A. Weiner
Patricia K. Hogan

Hon. Michael T. Caldwell

(Ret.)
Mary Caldwell

Joseph A. Dailing
Eliot Abarbanel & Geri Fox
Anna Akerlund

April Alexander

Dave Anderson
Anonymous

Cheryl & Donald Balsam
Jessica Balsam

Gregory & Erin Barker
Larry & Kathy Beaty

Kyle Bevers

David F. Black

John & Jan Bowman
Alene Browdy

Hon. Joseph & Thea Bruce
Merri Carlson

Brian Clement

Judith Cohen

Alyson Conn

Leslie Corbett

Richard & Alice Dailing
Patricia Dailing

Donald R. Dirks, Jr.

Diane Fidler

Jon & Norma Ford

Judith Gaskell

Bob Glaves

Jagueline Gommel & William
Rodgers

Mary Greathouse

Hon. Gerald F. Grubb
Maureen Gustafson

Lori Gustafson & Robert
Lautenschlager

Regina M. Harris

Virginia Hatwich

Julia Haugen & Erica Kessler
John & Joanne Heckinger
Vincent & Bina Holland

The following donations were given in honor, and memory of
the individuals indicated in bold by the donors listed below.

Tina Hvitfeldt

Daniel Kaplan

Jim & Pam Keeling

Hon. Thomas L. Kilbride &
Mary Kilbride

William & Carolyn Kobler
David & Julie Larson
Charles & Jeanne Ludeke
John & Lynne Lynde
Catherine G. Mclntire
Hon. William McNeal, (Ret.)
Sarah Megan

Dina Merrell

Jo & Gregg Minor

Marcia L. Mueller

LLinda Niemiec

Sarah Okey

Matt Olson

Jill & David Paul

Hon. Carol M. Pentuic
Connie & Mark Peterson
John & Peggy Pfau

Ann Powell

John & Jennifer Powers
Libby Prakel

Mary Ann Presman
Helene B. Price

Mark & Donna Proeschel
Sally Pulford

Kenneth & Deborah Pulford
Rashmi Ramchandani
Ann Reading

Pam & Thomas R.
Reidenbach

Brian & Rita Ridler

Gary & Terri Rifkin
Catherine M. Ritts
Patricia Rooney

Richard Rose & Gwen
Schoolar

Ellen Rosenthal

Linda A. Rothnagel & Thomas
A. Lilien

Cheri Rubin

Ruth Ann Schmitt

Doug & Tammy Scott
Juliet & Fred Smith

Sue Suchy

Marie Taylor

Hon. Linnea E. Thompson
Kelly L. Tripp

Jan & John Verhaar
Michael Waldyn

Ginny & Sheldon Weiss
Chris Weygand

Rose & Craig Willette
Judith Wyatt

Andrea Youmans
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Hon. Daniel D. Doyle
Hon. Joseph & Thea Bruce
Alfred W. Cowan

Anthony & Barbara D’Souza
Philip & Kathy Dierstein
Robert & Nadine Hallstrom
Mary & Bernard Healy
Pam J. & R.D. Herriott
Nancy & Keith Hyzer

Anita & David Johnson
Donald & Nancy Johnson
Carolyn Johnson

John T. Kennedy

Charles Kinney, Jr.

Gail & Lisa Koski

Paul & Jodi Logli

Marcia L. Mueller

Renate Pendleton

Sharon Provenzano

Hon. Philip G. Reinhard
The Sadowsky Family
Sarah & Timothy Schlegel
Lois & Jose Seijo

David & Allyson Stine
Keith Syfert & Linda Miller
Fred Wham

Catherine J. Williams

Hon. John H. Young

Hon. Kathryn E. Zenoff

Robert J. Kerner
Linda A. Rothnagel & Thomas
A. Lilien

Thomas P. Stepanich
Tricia Sample

Matthew Toohey
Paula Brown & Michael
Holmes

Maureen Mostacci
Marcia L. Mueller
William Noth

Gary R. Randles
Rosalie & Otto Reinbacher
Sharon Rudy

Karen Toohey

Kelly L. Tripp

Michelle Wiejaczja
Barbara Moriarty

Charles C. Wilson
Linda A. Rothnagel & Thomas
A. Lilien
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In Memoriam

Remembering Founding Executive Director Joseph A. Dailing
Leaving a legacy of promoting access to justice for all

Joe A. Dalling passed away on June 9, 2022, leaving an
incredible legacy of promoting access to justice for all. He
was 78.

Joe was the founding Executive Director of Prairie State
Legal Services, bringing together several single-

county bar association legal aid programs

in McLean, Peoria, Winnebago,
Kane, and Lake Counties to form
Prairie State Legal Services.

The original formulation
expanded services to
cover 11 counties and
improved efficiency

by consolidating
administrative
functions in one
central office.

Under Joe’s
leadership, Prairie
State grew to serve
30 counties, served
tens of thousands of
people in need, and
addressed inequities
in how government
agencies treated
people who relied upon
services.

Joe led Prairie State through
national attacks on funding for
legal aid services, which resulted
in cuts of 25 to 30 percent of the
organization’s funding. He was known for

promoting the involvement of staff in making decisions

on the reconfiguration of the organization. Upon notice

of his passing, many former and current staff remarked

on how much they learned from him and what a privilege

it was to work for him. As one former staff member who

is now a judge told us: “He always believed in me more
than | believed in myself.” As noted by others, Joe always
communicated so clearly and had a strong vision for our
firm and how to get things done. Joe inspired people and
created a sense of a caring community within Prairie State.

Joe retired from Prairie State Legal Services in 2006 but
continued his work in advocating for access to justice. He
became the first Executive Director of the lllinois Coalition
for Equal Justice, an access-to-justice entity created by
the lllinois State Bar Association and the Chicago Bar
Association. In this role, he led lllinois’ efforts to open 98
legal self-help centers throughout the state.

Joe continued his work promoting
access to justice nationally and
internationally. He traveled to the
Republic of Georgia to assist
the country’s Department
of Justice in creating a
legal aid system. He also
consulted nationally to
help improve several
other legal aid programs.
In 2017, Joe developed
and implemented a
leadership training
program for PSLS staff
to help the organization
build future leaders.

Joe was recognized in
1992 by the Winnebago
County Bar Foundation
with the Seeley P. Forbes
Memorial Award and by the
Lawyers Trust Fund of lllinois,
Board of Directors’ Award. In
2013 the lllinois Supreme Court
Commission on Access to Justice
awarded Joe its Lifetime Achievement Award
for his work promoting access to justice. In 2014,
Joe received the lllinois Bar Foundation, Leadership and
Dedication to the Law Award.

Joe was active in many community improvement efforts
within the City of Rockford, including historic preservation
and serving on a Fair Housing Commission as well as on
the board of several organizations. He published many
articles to share his expertise and perspectives. He was
our beloved leader, an exuberant and caring person whom
many loved and respected.
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Our Volunteers

Adrienne Albrecht
Stephanie Ames
Aiden Ammar
Anthony Andreano
Arul Arun
Kathleen Bailey
Eileen Baker Dorchinecz
Tomiko Ballard
Peter Barclay
Robert Baron

Cliff Bartholomew
Brandon Baseman
James Bass
Michael Bean
Ashley Bechtold
Kirsten Becker
Kelly Bennett
David Black

Brent Blair

Logan Block
Christopher Bohlen
Jennifer Bonesteel
Michael Brandt
Patrick Braun

Paul Braun

Mark Brent

Maria Bries
Markus Brooks
Bridget Broussard
Kenneth Brown
Kevin Brown
Natalie Brunson-Wheeler
Tristan Bullington
Susan Bursztynsky
Theresa Buskey
David Butler
Matthew Butler
Janet Buttron
Robin Cadena
Paul Cain

Wendy Calvert
Theresa Campbell
Luke Carlson
Julia Carpenter
Morgan Carr
Emily Carrara
Peter Carroll
Andrew Cassidy
David Castegnaro
Paige Cawley
Richard Claahsen
Kevin Clancy

Dale Clark

TJ Clark

Lisa Coffey
Rosemary Collins
Matt Cook

Martin Coonen
Nina Cosentino
Corinne Cozort
Jeff Crabill
Maureen Craig
Chris Crawford
Kathryn Cross
Adrian Crow
Linda Cunabaugh
George Cuonzo
Douglas Cuscaden
Alex Davis

Dean Davis
Rebecca Day
Claire de Chazal
Tyler Denis
Teresa Dickinson
Olivia Dirig
Timothy Divis
Kathleen Doyen
Donald Driscoll
Tyler Eathington
Michelle Eggert
Randall Ehlers
Hannah Eisner
James Engelman
Erin Engle
Jennifer Emest
Robert Eschbach
Nathan Evers
Marc Falkoff
Karren Farmer
Rita Farrell

David Fish
Michael Fitzgerald
Gary Flanders
Abigail Fleming
Adam Fleming
Jean Fletcher
Patricia Fong
Janet Fuenty

J. Harrison Fulk
Chester Fuller
Melinda Fuller
Brian Gabor
Ryan Gammelgard
Laura Gastel
Gary Gearhart
Michelle Gehris
William Gerber
Eduardo Gil

Carl Gilmore
Kelly Giraudo
Kristin Givens
Deborah Goldberg
Meghan Green
Peter Gruber

Each year, hundreds of lawyers, law students, and

other professionals volunteer their time serving as board
members, taking pro bono cases, and interning with
us. Thank you to all our volunteers! To learn more about

volunteering, visit pslegal.org/volunteer.

Victor Gryniewicz
Matt Gubbins
Michael Gulo
Maria Hagglund
Patricia Hall
Nathan Hamler
Theresa Harms
Debbie Harper
Holly Harris
Olivia Harrison
Daniel Harrod
Joan Harrop
John Harry
Stephen Heine
Catherine Herrmann
Rachel Hess
Alexandra Hilton
Kim Hilton
Nathan Hinch
Frank Hoffman
Jennifer Holder
William Hotopp
John Hough
Deanna Hoyt
Daniel Huntley
Otto Hurtado
John Huschen
Christopher Jackson
Daniel Jackson
Neil Jackson
Elizabeth Jahoda
Carolyn Jansons
Gary Johnson
Heather Johnson
Jennifer Johnson
Shelly Johnson
Jenna Kearns
Roger Kellerman
Patrick Kenney
Robert Klein
Shawn Krawczyk
Joe Krisko

Jeff Krumpe
John Kunze

Kelly Lancaster
R. Lannon
Jessica Larsen
Wendy Larson
Maureen Lawson
Rebecca Lee
Sarah Lee

Lori Lefstein

G. Timothy Leighton
Pauline Levy
Emily Lewis-Gerig
Rebecca Leynaud
Catherine Lynott

www.pslegal.org

Deborah Maas
Tracy Madansky
James Magee

Rita Maldonado
Katherine Maloney
Thomas McClure
Stacey McCullough
Stephen McManus
Christy Meredith
Michael Meyer
Laurie Mikva

Elsa Miller

Kelly Minshall
Keesha-Lu Mitra
Danielle Muckley
John Muir

Sharon Mulyk

Lisa Munch

Elisa Nelson
Wendy Newkirk
Austin Nichols
Hope Nickel
William North
Kimberly Norton
Lisa Nyuli

Kathy O’Brien
Scott Ostericher
Thalia Pacheco
Grazyna Pagowska
Julia Parker

Carol Perkins
June Peterson-Gleason
Ann Pieper

Ann Pille

Daniel Pisani
Jesse Placher
Sheila Pont
Bradley Popurella
Robert Porter
William Pulak
Sandra Quello
Sharbel Rantisi
Elizabeth Rickert
Gerard Rickert
Paula Rieghns
Rodolfo Rios

Cathy Ritts
Jonathan Rosemeyer
Isaac Rubenstein
Elizabeth Ruble
Sherri Rudy

Cheryl Russell-Smith
David Rutter
Heather Ryan
Nicole Sartori
Nancy Schilling
Gary Schlesinger

Kathleen Schlueter
Chris Schmidt
Usha Schmit
Ashley Screnock
Roman Seckel
Darrell Seigler
Bruce Self

Lidia Serrano
Stephanie Sexauer
Matthew Shaw
Gerald Shelton
Kenneth Shiner
Brian Shoemaker
Scott Shore
Alexis Simmons
Jack Slingerland
Judy Smith
Darlene (DeeDee) Soderberg
Christian Spesia
Christine Spinella

Bill Spiro

Robert Stavins

Laurel Steele

Jacob Steinfink

Brad Swearingen
James Tabor

Jerry Tuffentsamer
Susan Tungate

J. Brick Van Der Snick
JD Van Rheeden

Carla vanDongen
Natalie Vaughn

Vonda Vaughn

Alison Vawter

Barbara Vella

John Vickers

David Vogt

Dorothy Voigt

Nils von Keudell

Lisa Waggoner

Melissa Wagner

C. David Ward

Sharon Ware

Rory Weiler

Amanda Wielgus
Rahnesha Williams

Rich Williams

Gregory Wills

Kevin Wolfe

Libby Wood

Alonzo Zahour
Jacqueline Zarcone-Riotto
Richard Zuckerman
Bruce Zywiec
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