
LEAD PAINT: HOW TO IDENTIFY 
AND ADDRESS IT IN YOUR HOME

If you have been or suspect that you have been exposed to lead 
paint in your rental unit, you have options and should take action 
immediately. The first step should be notifying your landlord.

How to reduce lead paint exposure: 

IMMEDIATE STEPS
• If you see peeling paint or other signs of possible lead paint
  exposure, notify your landlord ASAP and request a repair. Keep  
  records of your attempts to notify your landlord.
• Clean up paint chips and regularly clean floors, window frames
  and other painted surfaces.
• Wash children's hands and toys often.
• Clean or remove shoes in home to avoid tracking in lead from
  the soil.

FOLLOW UP WITH YOUR 
LANDLORD

Landlords have a duty to inform you of lead paint and have a duty 
to repair under these rules:

• Illinois and federal law require that landlords of homes
  built before 1978 MUST provide tenants with general 
  information about the risks of lead exposure.
• Federal law requires that before you move in a landlord must
  communicate to you in writing any knowledge of lead in your
  building. 

WHAT IF MY LANDLORD DOESN'T 
DO ANYTHING AFTER 
REQUESTING A REPAIR AND 
MULTIPLE DOCUMENTED 
ATTEMPTS TO INFORM THEM?

• Contact your county health department to request an
  inspection and lead paint test. If applicable, a report will be 
  made.
• An addition, you may contact PSLS to apply for legal help. PSLS
  may ask you for a copy of the health department's report in order
  to evaluate your case.



Bloomington
Serving Livingston, McLean  
and Woodford Counties
Phone: 309-827-5021 
Toll Free: 800-874-2536
Galesburg
Serving Henderson, Knox, 
McDonough and Warren 
Counties
Phone: 309-343-2141
Toll Free: 800-331-0617
Joliet
Serving Will County
Phone: 815-727-5123
Toll Free: 877-315-4472
Kankakee
Serving Iroquois and  
Kankakee Counties
Phone: 815-935-2750
Toll Free: 800-346-2864
Moline
Serving Henry, Lee, Mercer, 
Rock Island and Whiteside 
Counties
Phone: 309-794-1328
Toll Free: 800-322-9804
Ottawa
Serving Bureau, Grundy,  
LaSalle and Putnam Counties
Phone: 815-434-5903
Toll Free: 800-892-7888
Peoria
Serving Fulton, Marshall, 
Peoria, Stark and Tazewell 
Counties
Phone: 309-674-9831
Toll Free: 800-322-2280

Rockford
Serving Boone, Carroll,  
Jo Daviess, Ogle, Stephenson  
and Winnebago Counties
Phone: 815-965-2902
Toll Free: 800-892-2985
Waukegan
Serving Lake County
Phone: 847-662-6925
Toll Free: 800-942-3940
West Suburban
Serving DeKalb, DuPage,  
Kane and Kendall Counties
Phone: 630-690-2130
Toll Free: 800-690-2130
Woodstock
Serving McHenry County
Phone: 815-344-9113
Toll Free: 877-480-3020

Find legal resources 
and apply for help  
on Illinois Legal  
Aid Online. Visit 
illinoislegalaid.org  
or scan code.

We respect our clients’ privacy rights. We do not discriminate based on a 
person’s race, ethnicity, color, religion, gender, gender identity, expression 
or presentation, sexual orientation, national origin, genetics, disability, age 

or any legally protected status.
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Community Partner

To support our work,  
visit pslegal.org/donate.

Administrative Office
303 North Main Street
Suite 600
Rockford, IL 61101
815-965-2134
info@pslegal.org
pslegal.org

FUNDING

CONTACT US
To apply for FREE legal help, call the PSLS office serving your 

county:
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